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That  clears  up  one  difficulty  which  I  had. . 

No.  I  think  that  what  you  perhaps  aro  thinking  of  la 
originally  when  tho  i’uohroir  first  wanted  to  have  good 
relations  rlth  Japan. 

Yea. 

'^hla  was  then  more  from  tho  "oltanschuunga  standpoint, 
and  perhaps  what  you  aro  thinking  of  la  tho  anti-comintern 
pact,  which  I  think  was  closed,  it  may  have  been  1936,  I 
am  not  quite  sure. 

I  think  the  date  is  December,  1936. 

But  that  was  more  of  a  V^oltunsohauungs  pact,  which  was 
closed  ag  .Inst  tho  propaganda  of  Bolshevism  and  so  on, 
which  was  closed,  I  byiirk,  first  with  Japan,  and  later 
Italy  Joined,,  and  thon,  of. course,  later  during  the  war 
a  number  of  other  states  joined  it,  but  that  was  antl- 
Comintozvi*  That  had  nothing  to  do  with  tho  United  States 
then. 

You  describe  it  as  Woltanschaullch  and  at  tho  same  time  as 
being  anti* Russ Ian. 

knti- Bolshevik,  anti^Commnnlstlc,  against  activities  of 
what  wo  called  the  Comintern,  which  was  working  in  Moscow 
and  had  branches,  secret  or  open,  practlonlly  all  over 
the  world,  ‘^’hon,  you  see,  especially  also  in  Oorroany, 

It  is  very  interesting,  of  course,  I  have  boon  under  tho 
impression  that  it  was  not  only  the  Weltanschauung,,  in 
tho  manner  that  you  speak  of,  but  was  a  f?ictor  in  tho  balance 
of  power. 

Well,  I  don't  tnink  one  can  say  that.  It  was  really,  in 
tho  first  place,  a  Weltanschauung  matter.  At  tho  same . 
time,  of  course,  you  know,  we  had  a  very  strong  anti- 
Bolshevik,  and  antl-^ommunisblc  lino  in  Germany,  •‘■t  was 
quite  natural  to  cooperate  with  states  like  Jaoan  who  didn't 
v/ant  Communistic  octivltlos  and  so  on. 

Whose  idea  was  that  pact  f  Who  originated  the  idea  of 

thot  pact 9 

Well,  I  don't  really  know.  How  did  it  come  about  ?  The 
Fuehrer  occasionally  saw  tho  *^apaneae,  I  saw  them  quite 
often.  Wo  have  then  an  fcnti-Colntorn  place  in  Berlin, 
an  institution  which  was  called  the  anti-Comintern.  While 
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out  of  this,  the  whole  thing  more  or  leas  or|.glnate4f  it 

was  an  idea  which  more  or  less  came  in  diacasy^^qn  with 

the  Fuehrer  and  with  mo  and  with  the  ‘'apanoso,  We  wanted 

to  have  good  relations  with  the  Japanese*  The  Fuehrer 

once  told  no  ••  tula  really  dates  back  as  far  as  '33  ■ 

that  ho  would  llsie  to  have  geod  rclatlurs  with  Japan,  and 

that  he  believed  ‘‘c-.pan  to  he  a  nr.t.'eri  '  Ith  which  one  could 

have  good  relatioiis  aiid  ae  en.  Thut  dated  Uack  quite  a  ' 

long  way.  So  this  aorf  of  ’  ►Jr.-'n?  /-rj-dnalis'  cc-veloped  and  that 

is  tho  way  we  came  to  the  unti- 'ouintorri  paet.  , 

(i,  I  must  speak  rather  pointedly.  You  and  I  wore  acquainted  ' 
in  Berlin  and  you  have  been  tho  •'^oioign  Minister  of  Deyraany^ 
experienced  in  diplomacy.  You  do  not  expi;  ct  me  to  believy 
that  so  imi^tant  a  tcep  was  taken  simply  for  reasons  9? 

Ideology*  I  acceot  your  statement  in  some  lapgq  pare,  hut? 

it  is  impossible  for  me  to  believe  that  so  important  a  step  i 

in  foreign  policy  could  bo  taV:on  on  those  grounejp,  i 

There  must  ^ve  been  the  thought  of  considerations,  which 

I  describe  as  balance  of  power*  You  can  desprl-bo  them 

how  you  will,  but  you  understand  what  am  tqilcjLng  tbqutf 

That  may  bo  so,  b^t  there  was  nothing  roally^  HP  8Py»  j 

purely  political,  which  came  out  of  it*  You  8ei|  it  qqme 
this  way*  I  remember  that  ^  talked  to  tho  Br^ttph  Foreign  ; 

Minister  than  one  day  about  it,  and  we  wore  ve^  much  anti*  I 

Bolshevik  r.nd  anti-^oviot.  ivs  a  matter  of  fao|b|  antl- 
Comlntorn,  lot  us  say.  I  remember  talking  to  tpls  English 
Foreign  Minister,  and  tolling  him,  after  chad  )act  had  boon 
closed,  tho  anti- Comintern  pact,  that  it  v-ao  perfectly  open 
for  Great  Brltlr.n  to  Join,  for  Instance.  I  re.neniber  i, 

that*  I  should  like  to  say  this;  it  was  the  Idea  of  the 
FuBh.ror  of  establishing  a  general  antl-O^mmunlatio  frpnt# 
more  or  loss* 

Q,  *0  far  as  Great  Brltlan  la  conoorned,  there  had  \?oen  an  I  t 

.inglo- Japanese  Mllianoo  uitil  1922  ? 

ii*  ^es. 

Q,  “^he  had  been  in  open  alliance  with  Japan  U!>tll  1922  9  ■ 

it,  I  know  that  the  English  then  did  not  like  the  Ideq  very 

much.  They  did  not  v/ant  to  take  an  attitude  fn  the  matvort 
I  remember  that*  •  ^  ^  t 

Q,  Was  tho  Foreign  Office  a  participant,  or  di^  ^jhe  Fprflgh  ' 

Office  know  that  this  was  going  on  ?  <  •  ; 

•  [ 

A,  I  couldn't  tell  you  exactly  about  that.  I  Jpiow  ope 

for  sure,  that  it  was  signed,  I  think,  by  , ’pn  | 

particular  order  of  the  Fuehrer,  but  I  am  pu^jjjvthl'  ) 
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Fuehrer  discussed  it  v.'ith  the  Por^lgn  Minister  von  Neurath. 

V/hat  "as  Germany's  earlit»r  policy  In  the  Far  iiast  with  re- 
(^ards  to  C  Ina,  for  example  ? 

• 

H,  Well,  there  was  a  policy,  of  course,  of  where  we  had  good 
relations,  as  far  as  I  remember,  with  China* 

Q.  Hitler  ordered  the  withdrawal  of  the  Oerrian  military 

missions  in  China  in  '39,  according  to  my  reoolleotion. 

However,  these  precise  facts  are  not  what  I  am  endeavor¬ 
ing  to  establish,  but  I  am  troubled  about  this  situation: 
the  anti-Comintern  pact  marked  a  very  definite  change  in 
Germany's  relations  with  Russia.  Up  to  that  time,  German 
relations  with  Russia  had  been  marked  by  the  reopelo  policy 
and,  concurrently,  Germany  had  maintained  markedly  friendly 
relations  with  China. 

I'he  anti- Comintern  pact  reversed  both  of  these  important 
lines  of  f)olloy.  Therefore,  i-  am  exceedingly  surprised 
to  have  you  characterize  the  antl-Gomintem  pact  as  almost 
altogether  ideological  and  without  much  political  signi¬ 
ficance.  . 

A.  •  One  can  say  this:  with  the  getting  into  power  of  the 
National  Socialism,  the  Reppolo  policy,  1  mean  with  the 
antogonism  between  the  Weltauffassungen.  would  come  to 
an  end,  which  cane  up  in  the  "Parteitag"  in  '33  when  very 
hard  speeches  were  iwde  against  Bolshevism.  So  I  think 
one  can  say  that  the  chan;^e  of  policy  toward  Russia  -- 
later  on,  China  --  could  be  marked  down  with  the  3rd  of 
January,  1933,  when  it  started,  and  the  anti-Comintem 
pact  of  '36  was  a  consequence,  you  see  of  this  fundamental  i 

divergency  between  the  Comrounistio  and  the  National  dooial-  • 

istic  doctrine,  which  X  later  tried  to,  in  '39  overbridge 
again  and  try  to  get  Russia  in  an  entirely  new  line.  But 
at  that  time,  I  think  it  is  not  wrong  to  say,  that  the 
fundamental  part  was  the  question  of  would  perception  and, 
of  course,  it  la  no  doubt  that  having  these  two  Weltauff- 
assungen  standing  agalnt;  each  other,  that  there  is  a 
political  element  in  that.  There  is  no  doubt  about  that. 

So  far  as  that  is  concerned,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
anti-Comintern  pact  had  a  political  element  of  some  kind, 
but  more  in  the  way  of  what  was  very  much  in  the  mind  of 
the  Fuehrer  at  that  time  --  it  is  very  difficult  to  explaln- 
an  idea  which  the  Fuehrer  always  had  in  mind,  for  creating 
a  world  front  against  Communistic  activities  everywhere. 

That  vas  one  of  his  fundamental  ideas,  really,  which  per¬ 
haps  to  a  certain  extent,  also  played  a  role  later  on  in 
the  German- Russ Ian  war  of  '41. 

H.  I  just  offer  you  this  hypothesis;  That  a  political 
pact  was  contemplated  between  Germany  and  Japan  -- 


-  3  - 

'  I 

oO 


PURL :  http  ://www.  legal- tools .  org/doc/7b89be/ 


I 


Dof •  Doo*  No*  1316 


A,  Then  ? 

Q«  Yes  --  that  this  jWaa  Intended,  but  It  could  hardly  be 

called  a  non-ag^reaslon  pact,  because  the  tv'o  countries 
were  far  apart;  and  so  Raumer  had  this  bright  Idea  of 
,  calling  It  an  anti -Comintern  pact  becauao  the  '^ovlot 
Government  had  recently  declared  that  the  Comintern  was 
not  an  official  organ  of  the  Soviet  Government.  Do  not 
theso  remarks  of  mine  stir  up  some  rooollectlona  ? 

A*  It  Is  quite  possible  that  Raumer  said  that  name  first* 

■  I  think  ho  had  some  connection  with  the  antl-Comlntern. 

It  Is  possible,  the  antl-Comlntern  action,  but  he  didn’t 
create  the  name  because  the  name  was  there*  The  name  was 
there  as  an  action  with  an  office  (SIC),  I  think,  which 
•  was  atjtachod  to  either  the  i*ropaganda  Ministry  or  some 
othor  thing*  That  Is  whero  the  name  came  from* 

« 

Q*  You  wouldn't  say  that  the  name  was  more  or  less  a  false 
facade*  i  say  more  or  less  because  I  recognize  some 
Justice  in  your  oarller  remarks,  but  wasn’t  It  a  faoaddG 
to  cover  up  what  was  really  a  plain,  everyday  balance  of 
power  treaty  between  Germany  and  ^apan  ? 

• 

A*  I  don’t  think  that  Is  what  It  was*  wasn’t  a  disguise 

pact,  but  tl'oro  Is  no  doubt  that.  In  general,  there  was  the 
Idea  of  having  good  relations  with  Janan*  That  Is  the  way 
I  thlxik  It  came  about,  that  we  came  to  the  Weltansohaung 
pact  or  the  antl*Comlntorn,  but  It  Is  quite  possible  that 
Raxxmor  mentioned  that  first*  That  la  quite  possible,  but 
I  don’t  think  ho  created  It  because  thore  was  always  this 
antl-Corolntorn  action,  which  was  there*  You  see,  I  remember 
discussing  with  tho  Fuehrer  later  on,  that  It  would  be  very 
good  and  useful.  If  Groat  Brltlan  v'ould  enter  a  thing  like 
I  remember  that,  But  the  English  dln’t  want  It  at 
that  tlXM*  Ono  thing  Is  quite  right,  that  It  had  Its 
political  elements,  thore  is  no  doubt*  It  Is  a  change 
I  wouldn’t  say  a  change,  but  It  was  a  consequence  of  the 
change  of  policy  of  1933,  you  see,  which  came  with  the 
arrival  of  National  Socialism,  which  then,  of  course,  was 
antl-Communlstlc*  This  was  the  first  step*  You  know, 
later  on  quite  a  number  of  other  countries  Joined  It* 

Italy  Joined  It  and  a  number  of  others* 

^*  Tell  us  about  the  Bureau  Rlbbentrop*  I  don’t  know  whef^i^er 
that  was  Its  official  title,  you  know  what  ^  mean* 

A*  That  wasn’t  the  official  tile*  It  was  called  that*  I 

think  I  have  explained  before  about  tH-  Bureau  Rlboentrop* 
It  was  an  offloo,  let  us  say,  a  part  of  the  ^’ational  Social* 
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Istlc  Party,  which  roally  comlatod  of  myself  and,  perhaps  * 
I  don’t  know,  perhaps  a  dozen  collaborators  or  something 
like  that*  with  a  number  of  other  perple  who  had,  during 
those  years,  I-jokcd  pc  to  speak,  tho  semi-official, 

not  offlciaZ  .  ohw.r.aVc  of  veluticnships  with  various 
foreign  oounlrioc  Vf-t*  .‘riort- leo,  wo  speclalizod,  really, 
on  England  and  .Tranco  Jn  thooo  years.  That  is  to  say, 
with  Franco,  to  get  good  relations  with  Prance,  and  good 
relations  with  Great  dritian.  ^hat  was  more  or  less  the  . 
chief  object,  I  would  like  to  say,  of  tho  Bureau  Rlbben- 
trop  In  those  years  4 

But  it  also  occupied  Itself  with  the  Japanese  questions? 


A. 


Q.', 

A. 


ft. 


H  oooupled  Itself  also  with  Japanese  questions,  to  a 
certain  extent,,  but  I- don't  think  vory  much.  Then  to  a 
certain  extent  with. Polish  questions,  but  that  was  only 
later,  I  think*  and  with,  perhaps  one  or  two  or  throe 
other  countries.  I  wouldn’t'  say  it  was  really  formed, 
but  it  came  about  that  way. 

I  was  a  collaborqtor  of  the  Fuehrer  In  foreign  politics 
since  1933  and  as  ^  wanted  to  have-  some  place  whore  to 
alt,  that  la  how  it  roally  came  about.  got  a  n\iraber 
of  rooms  In  the  Pr.rty  office  of  Hess,  at  that  time.  De¬ 
puty  of  tho  Fuehrer,  In  tho  Whilhelmatraase.  l  got  a 
number  of  roOms  whoro  and  I  got  a  -number  of  collaborat¬ 
ors.  Rauraor,  which  yuVL  mentioned,  was  one  of  them.  j.rom 
where  I  made  my  trips,  especially  to  Paris  and  Lonoon,. 
but  they  wore  the  chief  trips  really,  I  think,  whore  I 
went  in  order  to  try  and  establish  between  relations  with 
Prance  and  England.  Jfou  know,  of  course,  that  we  wore 
In  those  years  very  much  after  and  tried  to  get,  the 
•Anglo-German  dlllancei  that  was  roally  the  main  object. 

Well,  in  effect,  in  became  official  later  ? 


Well,  It  had  ".o  official  position,  no.  1  became  official 
after  1934  when  I  moved  over  to  tho  Foreign  i*' 

1934.  I  don’t  loaow  whether  you  know  that.  «hon  I  was  made 
Disarmament  CoiHsaioner,  I  moved  over  in  ’34  to  the  Foreign 
•  Offlco.  but  the  Bureau  Rlbbontrop  as  you  called  it,  tmt 
remained  there  and  looked  after  these  sort  of  semi-official 
relations  with  Anglo-German  fellowship.  Committee  Pranoo- 
Allemagno. 


'However,  they  negotiated,  or  assisted  you  to  negotiate 
this  treaty  with  Japan. 


.A.  T’hat  is  right. 

...  .  / 
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K,  Lot  mo  SCO,  this  was  handlod  with  tho  Japanoso  iSmbasay  in 

Berlin*  I  had,  of  course,  \iso  of  tho  code  as  Disarmament 
Comralssionor  In  the  Foreign  Office,  but  the  Bureau  Hlbben- 
trop  didn't  have  any  code,  not  tho  code  of  the  Foreign 
Office. 


ii. 


03HIMA  was  the  Jaoanoao  military  attache  ? 

Yes. 

Who  was  the  Gorir^n  p.mbaasador  In  Japan  at  that 
was  Dlrkson,  was  It  not  ? 


time  ?  It 


a. 


I  think  so. 

Dlrkson  succeeded  you 
Yes. 


In  London,  didn' t  ho  ? 
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